ERIK LYQUIST
It is a matter of deep regret to open the President's Report by reporting on the untimely death of our Founding President, Knud Jansen who passed away in 1982. The Executive Board were fortunately able to honour Dr. Jansen with the unique title of "The President Emeritus" at the time of the meeting in K e e shortly before his death.
The membership of the Executive Board suffered some changes during the last triennium.
Firstly, Dr. Balu Sankaran resigned as Vice-President in 1981, following his appointment to the World Health Organization, which automatically required him to sever his formal relationships with any such Society. Dr. Seishi Sawamura of Japan was invited to join the Board, with the approval of the International Committee, to maintain global representation. Anthony Staros tendered his resignation as President in 1982, at which point I agreed to accept the role of Acting-President for the remainder of the triennium.
These resignations highlighted to the Executive Board deficiencies in the Constitution in respect of procedures to permit replacement in the case of vacancies arising and, consequently, amendments to the Constitution have been proposed by the Board, published to the membership, and will be discussed by the International Committee when it meets in London. Orthopaedic Shoemakers Organization) through personal contact by President-Elect, Ernst Marquardt. We have also, during this period, collaborated in different ways in scientific meetings of other national and international societies.
Our
We have maintained our interest in the developing countries which led to the establishment of the Task Force. The Board has specifically invited Sepp Heim to develop a Design and Lay-Out manual to assist those nations who are attempting to set-up local facilities, and have also invited him to collaborate with J&gen Fischer in producing a manual on Lower Limb Orthotics using constructions and techniques appropriate to the developing countries. Prior to this meeting a two-day meeting was held in London of invited experts with substantial personal experience in the developing countries to provide information to the Board indicating how ISPO may best contribute.
On the educational front an extremely successful international course was organized in K e e , Denmark, on Through-Knee and Below-Knee Amputations and Prosthetics. Selected contributions from that meeting formed the basis of a special edition of "Prosthetics and Orthotics International", which is referred to later. Plans have also proceeded for the organization of two international educational meetings, one to be held in Sweden and one in Canada. These meetings are seen as a continuation in the series which commenced in Hoke, and then in Strathclyde, to establish the basis of educational systems in prosthetics and orthotics. Specifically, they will address themselves to such matters as practical instructional techniques and standards of training, and will also consider the requirements of the developing world and of courses for instructors who will work there.
During the triennium the Information Centre has been transferred from the National Prosthetics/Orthotics School in Oslo to the National Centre in Glasgow, where "Prosthetics and Orthotics International" continues to be produced. Our journal continues to improve in quality, and through improved circulation and advertising income to reduce the drain on the Society's resources. The number of subscribers is currently about 350. Committee members will know that the August issue of the journal constituted the special through-knee edition, based on the K@e course. This special issue was under the guest editorship of Dr. Steen Jensen of Copenhagen, who is to be commended for his initiative and his hard work. I am sure that the International Committee will join the Executive Board in extending our thanks to him for his efforts. It is the intention that such special issues providing source information on specific problems in prosthetics and orthotics and under the guest editorship of prominent practitioners will form a regular feature of the journal. We are also grateful to A. Bennett Wilson for producing the Fact Sheet on the Society, which provides a useful flyer at conferences and in other situations in providing information to prospective members.
A new Directory of Members has been produced in Glasgow, and will, after final scrutiny by National Societies, be available to the membership. The Executive Board decided, following representation from a number of National Member Societies, that all classes of member should have a Membership Certificate. These were produced in a new elegant format and have been distributed.
The Society has continued to collaborate closely with the International Standards Organization in the development of standards within our area of interest. In particular we have worked in I S 0 TC 168 on prosthetics and orthotics, and in TC 173 on Technical Aids and Systems for Disabled or Handicapped Persons. We have played an important role in coordinating certain aspects of the work of these committees which is common to our field. The work of Bjorn Persson on stump classification is currently being evaluated and will be used as appropriate in these IS0 committees.
The membership of the Society has continued to grow at a slow, but steady rate. It currently stands at about 1,500 members (excluding journal subscribers). It is intended that within the next few months work will commence on the development of the Professional Register, which will provide, in a readily accessibleform, further information about such things as the professional discipline of the individual member, his activities and his availability for teaching or consultative duties. This will be achieved at relatively little c a t by changes in the processing of our membership file by our computer organization. It wiIl, of course, require the co-operation of the membership and it is hoped that National Member Societies will play a role in enabling this important work to proceed as quickly as possible.
It has proved possible to maintain the membership fee at the same level in 1982,1983 and 1984, with, in the same period, a small but steady increase in the journal subscription costs to the point where in 1984 the membership fee will be $40 (U.S.) while the journal subscription w i l l be $45 (U.S). The financial situation, as displayed in the Society's balance sheet is a healthy one. The Board now hopes that it will be possible to support a number of projects in the coming triennium to enable committees and National Member Societies to work towards the identified goals of the Society. It will, of course, be necessary to maintain a contingency fund to ensure stability.
The National Member Societies continue to develop and to provide important national activities for our membership. Many successful scientific meetings and other events are held each year. It is hoped to improve communication between National Member Societies and to improve our interaction with them.
The activities of the last triennium may be seen as a consolidation of the Society and of the continued expansion of its international influence.
